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Assemblywoman Glick and members of the Legislature, thank you for allowing me to present 

my testimony today. My name is Ashley Reff and I am a student at Bryant & Stratton College in 

Albany. My mother is a graduate of Bryant & Stratton and my sister attends there as well. They 

are both here with me today.  

I would like to talk about how the Enhanced Tuition Awards Program would benefit me if my 

college was able to participate in the program.  

As far as I can remember, I loved numbers and wanted a career in a field that involved math. In 

fact, in the sixth grade I decided I wanted to be an accountant. I went to very small, rural schools. 

I graduated from Middleburgh High School. Where my graduation class was a total of 25 

students.  

My junior year of high school, I attended a tiny school, named LaFargeville Central School. 

While there I decided to go to Jefferson County BOCES. I joined BOCES because I thought it 

would help to gain some experience in the programs I would be using in my career field.  In 

BOCES I was in the virtual business program. In the program, I learned how to use all different 

types of Microsoft programs, including Excel, Word, PowerPoint, etc. Towards the end of the 

year the administration declared that they were shutting the business program down due to lack 



of students willing to join and funding. Everyone in my class did not get to graduate with a 

BOCES diploma.  

Even though BOCES set me behind in taking advanced classes my junior year because the times 

of the classes conflicted with the time of BOCES. I decided to take anything advanced that I 

could senior year. By doing this and working hard, I accomplished more than I expected to. I 

ended up graduation with an Advanced Regents Diploma, with HONORS.  

My town was not the richest, there were many people living on public assistance, and barely 

educated. Seeing all of this around me, I did not want to end up like that. I wanted more for 

myself and my life. Education is a huge part of my life. I knew that I needed to further my 

education and go to college, to obtain a good career.  

Selecting Bryant & Stratton College 

Bryant & Stratton was always in the back of my mind when looking colleges. I did in fact look at 

other colleges, for example, Jefferson Community College, SUNY Cobleskill, and a couple 

more. There was one common dislike about them all; they were too big for my comfort. I am 

used to much smaller class environment, which is exactly what Bryant & Stratton has to offer. At 

Bryant and Stratton the instructors are friendly and approachable. You can see anyone about any 

problem. They will always try to help and if they cannot, they find someone who can. Everyone, 

faculty and students are on a first name basis. It’s a giant family there. The advisors are always 

looking for ways to help you and find ways to reduce costs on classes, books, etc. My advisor, 

Amina send me information last November on Bryant & Stratton’s Jumpstart program. The 

Jumpstart program is a Saturday class, free to high school students for an entire semester. I 

enrolled in the Business 100 class. I learned a lot and met great people at the college. Another 



great aspect of Bryant & Stratton is that they have classes all year round, allowing students to 

graduate with their degree sooner than normal.  

Financials 

Currently I am a full time employee. I go to school for roughly 24 hours a week and work around 

50 hours. I work at a wine distribution center named 24 Seven Enterprise. I have my own 

apartment I pay bills on and a car payment and insurance. I attend Bryant & Stratton full time. 

By the end of the fall 2017 semester I will have earned 15 credits. I plan to to have 18 credits 

next semester. I am so busy between work and school, I do not have much time to sleep.  

I have receive financial help through TAP, Pell, and Institutional Grants. TAP gives me $1993, 

Pell has gave me $2735 and Bryant & Stratton rewarded me with $2435 in grants. I still have a 

student loan of $2722. If I could participate in the Enhanced Tuition Award Program, I would be 

able to decrease my loans amounts.  

As you can see, if I could receive funding through the ETA program, it would help me 

tremendously. Thank you for passing legislation (A.7697/S.5891) that would allow me access to 

this program in the future.  My hope is the Governor signs the bill. 

Thank you for your time.  

 

 


